I AM THE DOOR

Text: John 10:1-10
Reading: Ezekiel 34
Theme: Jesus describes himself as the door to eternal life in contrast to the false teachers of Israel.
Purpose: To direct people to Jesus as the door to a salvation that is secure and abundant.  

********************************

When you came into this building today all of you came in through the main doors of the church. 
When you enter your house you also go through one of the doors - the front door, or the garage door or the back door. If you didn't have your keys with you might get in through a window of your home. But the doorway is the normal way to go in and out. A door or a gate is an important part of a building or an enclosure because it is the entrance way, the entry point.  

When Jesus said, 'I am the gate', he spoke of himself as the entrance way to eternal life - to an eternal salvation that was secure and abundant. 
This is another one of these sayings where Jesus compared himself to something physical that people were familiar with. In this one he compared himself with the gate into a sheep pen. In those days shepherds took their flocks out during the day, but at night they brought them into an enclosure. If they went back to the town or village they would bring them into a communal enclosure that had stone walls and a door at the entrance. All the flocks would be gathered in this. If they were further out away from the town they would gather their sheep in smaller enclosures that were out in the fields. They did this to protect the sheep so that thieves and wild animals could not come in from outside, and also to prevent the sheep from wandering away during the night. 

As he developed this picture Jesus described those who were thieves and robbers, then the true pastors of the flock, and then himself as the gate for the sheep. 

1. First of all he described THIEVES AND ROBBERS.

In verse 1 he said; "...the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber."
The man who avoided the gate but climbed in over the fence was up to no good - he had something to hide. He wanted to steal a sheep. 
That goes on today too. Those who own a sheep farm or a piggery along a main road sometimes have thieves climbing the fence to steal a sheep or a pig. 

In verse 8 we read; "all who came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them." 

With these words Jesus described the Jewish religious leaders in the Old Testament times. God had appointed them as shepherds over his people. They were supposed to look after Israel - spiritually and materially. They were to teach and instruct them, to take care of them and protect them from harm.
But, as we read in Ezekiel 34, they failed in that task. They were only interested in their own well-being and they used the sheep for their own advantage. 

Sadly that was going on in the time of Jesus as well. 
The Sadducees were primarily concerned about their own political position in the nation and in keeping in step with the Romans so they could retain their power and privileges.
And the Pharisees were only interested in maintaining their religious purity and having other people look up to them and notice their righteous acts. Even worse they were prepared to kill Jesus because many people were believing in him. They also plotted to kill Lazarus because many people were putting their faith in Jesus because Jesus had raised him from the dead.

Today too there are religious leaders who are thieves and robbers. 
The most obvious examples of this are the high profile TV pastors who are always asking for money from their members. Some of them are living in luxury off the backs of their people. They are not helping their people grow in a knowledge of the Lord and faith in him.  
Other examples are the liberal preachers and teachers who have nothing to say to their people. They cannot preach the good news of the gospel because they don't believe in Jesus as the Son of God. They can't teach people the truth of the Bible because they don't believe it themselves. They can't comfort people with the hope of eternal life because they don't believe there is anything after this life! 
These people are thieves and robbers! Let's pray that the sheep will not listen to them. 

In verse 10 Jesus said; "the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy." 

Here Jesus described the people who had come before him who claimed to be the messiah. In the 400 years before Christ there were many so called "messiahs"; many political leaders who promised freedom to the Jews and political independence to Israel. 
But their promises came to nothing and their leadership usually ended in bloodshed. The end result was not life and health but death and destruction. 

Think of all the political leaders in recent history who have made great promises but have failed to deliver the goods. Adolf Hitler made great promises to the German people in the 1930's but then led them, and the world, into a terrible war. Then there were the promises of Mao Tse-Tung in communist China and of Joseph Stalin in communist Russia, all of which resulted in the death of millions of people and the confiscation of their property. The same thing is going on today in Zimbabwe under Robert Mugabe. Even in our own country we are seeing broken promises, more crime, higher taxes and the erosion of Christian values. 

2. Jesus contrasted these thieves and robbers with THE GOOD SHEPHERDS OF HIS SHEEP.   

The term shepherd was used to describe the leaders of Israel, and in verses 2-4 Jesus described, in general terms, the many good pastors of his people. You can think of some of them from the history of Israel: Moses had been a humble and patient shepherd. Joshua had been an outstanding commander. David was the model king of Israel. These men were types of Christ as king and shepherd. There were many faithful prophets and some of them had even given their lives for their love for God and their faithfulness to the truth.

What Jesus says here applies to all good pastors in the church. 

The word pastor is the Latin word for a shepherd. God has appointed pastors over his people. Jesus told Peter; "Feed my lambs....take care of my sheep" (John 21:15-16). Later on Peter wrote to the elders of the church; "Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care...."  The Lord Jesus as the Chief Shepherd appoints under-shepherds to take care of his flock. Each church needs its own pastor to do this. This is why it is difficult when a church does not have a pastor. 

Jesus said that the shepherd "calls his own sheep by name..." (vs 3). At that time sheep were kept mainly for their wool, not their meat, and so a shepherd would care for these sheep for many years and would get to know them well, especially because the flocks were small. When he brought them in at night he would count them to make sure they were all there. As they entered the sheep pen he would examine each one to see if they were hurt or sick. If they needed attention he would attend their wounds. 

That personal relationship is also important in the church between the pastor and elders and the members of the church. As a shepherd knows his sheep so a pastor knows his flock and because of that he can look out for their needs. 

"The sheep listen to his voice." (vs 3). Sheep in those times knew their shepherd and they would recognise his voice and would listen to him. 
When a church is without a pastor it often has many visiting ministers come and preach. That can be very helpful to the church and church members often appreciate the variety. But after a while the congregation looks forward to having their own pastor. He can speak to their needs because he knows them and they know him. 

In verse 3 and 4 we read that "he leads them out" and "he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice." Today a shepherd will drive his sheep from behind, often using his dogs. But in those days a shepherd would lead his sheep from the front. They followed him. 
This too applies to the pastors of churches. Paul wrote to Timothy, who was the pastor of the church in Ephesus, and urged him to "set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity." (1 Tim 4:12). Pastors in the church need to be a consistent example that people can follow. 

But the most important task of human shepherds in the church is to direct people to the Chief Shepherd, to the Good Shepherd. Their task is to preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, to exalt him, to direct you to him, to bring you to meet him. 

3. In verse 11 Jesus describes himself as the "Good Shepherd", but in verse 7 he says; "I AM THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP."

He repeated this in verse 9; "I am the gate, whoever enters through me will be saved."
Jesus is the door or the gate to salvation.

In verse 10 he described this salvation as "life" - "I have come that they may have life..." Thieves and robbers come to take life; Jesus came to give life. 
John began his gospel by writing; "In him was life..." Jesus is the source of life because he is the Son of God. He gave us life through his death; he died so that we might live. He had to die because of our sin.  

You could think of sin like a large wall that separates us from God, like the Great Wall of China, or like the old Berlin Wall that separated East and West Berlin, or like the massive wall the Israelis have built to separate the Jews and the Palestinian Arabs. Think of sin as a wall that prevents us from going to God. But Jesus has made a door - he is the door. "Through him we have access to the Father" (Eph 2:18). Through him we can know the Father. Through him we can have life in his name (John 20:31).
Jesus is the doorway to life and salvation. 

Jesus also offers us security and safety. In verse 9 we read that those who enter through him "will come in and go out."

Immigrants from South Africa have told us how many people live inside fortified compounds behind high walls with razor wire. The doors and windows of their houses are barred. Even inside many houses the bedrooms of the house are sealed off with iron security gates to protect the family when they are sleeping. 
In this situation people are afraid to go in and out of their homes. That is often the most dangerous time, when people are slowing down to enter their homes. 

Jesus pictured the opposite situation. He described a home that is safe and secure, where people can come and go, where there is freedom and ease.
When Moses was about to die he asked the Lord to appoint another leader for Israel, "one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd." (Numbers 27:17). Jesus is the fulfillment of that prayer. 

Shepherds in those ways would bring their sheep into the enclosure for the night and then they would lie down in front of the entrance. The shepherd was literally "the gate". He led the sheep out and he brought them in. He guarded them. They were safe with him. In the same way we are safe with the Lord Jesus. 

We are assured of that in Psalm 121: 
"The Lord will keep you from all harm - 
he will watch over your life; 
the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore." (vs 7-8). 

Jesus promises salvation, and along with that security, and as well as that he promises fullness of life; "I have come that they may have life and have it to the full." (vs 10). 

This is life as it is meant to be. Life that is abundant, overflowing. 
This is not just a great quantity of life but also a great quality of life. 

This is the rich and happy life of the man described in Psalm 1; "Blessed is the man..." who delights in God's law and meditates on it. "He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers."

It is the life described in Psalm 23; "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake." 

This is a life of fellowship with God and with each other; the joy of knowing the Lord, and the joy of peace in the church.
That is captured in the praise and thanksgiving of Psalm 100: "Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture."

If you want to enjoy this secure and full salvation then you must enter through the gate, you must come in through the door. 

It can be very discouraging if you want to enter a place but you aren't allowed. 
You want to go into a particular club, but there are two solid men in black by the door as bouncers who look very forbidding. They tell you that you can't enter because you don't meet the dress code. You turn away because you don't want to mess with them!
Sometimes you see people who are locked out of their car. They can't get in because they have locked their keys in the car so they are shut out.

On the other hand it can be very encouraging if you come to a door and you are made to feel welcome. 
Porters stand by the doors of hotels so they can open car doors and help people with their bags.
At the church we have someone by the door to welcome people and make sure they have what they need for the service. 

Jesus is the gate. He is the door. He welcomes you. He invites you in. It is a narrow gate but all are welcome. It is a small entrance and you have to come in one by one, individually, but everyone is invited. (Matt 7:13-14).   

In "Pilgrim's Progress" the man named Evangelist directed Christian to the Wicket Gate and told him to go through that. In the same way you must go through Christ to be saved.  

But you must enter. Entering is another description for faith or belief. Just as you need to eat the bread, and follow the light, and remain in the vine, so you need to enter the gate. You need to go in. You must believe in the Lord Jesus. 

Jesus said; "I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved." 

Enter, and you will have life, and have it to the full! Amen. 

